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With more than 80 per cent of Canada’s population living in cities and the 
urbanized proportion of the global population growing dramatically, there is a 
need to learn how to design and modify cities to improve, not degrade, 
population health. CANUE (www.canue.ca) has recently been established at the Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health to undertake environmental health research so policy-makers and urban and regional 
planners can make evidence-based decisions to help address this challenge, including in the context of 
climate change.  A key aspect of CANUE’s research is to compile and/or derive standardized 
environmental exposure data about air quality, green spaces, walkability, noise, climate and extreme 
weather and other aspects of the urban/suburban environment for linking to human health research 
platforms.  These exposures or characteristics of urban form have separately been linked to health impacts 
or benefits.  However, ultimately to optimize public health, it is necessary to assess their combined effect in 
order to consider the trade-offs that arise as urban/suburban plans (e.g., land-use and transportation) are 
developed.  The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview CANUE and its key strategic 
directions, which are being refined and implemented based upon a national workshop held in Dec. 2016.   
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